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Social trust and its impact on social participation of university stu-
dents in Hormozgan
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Abstract

Participation is considered one of the most important issues in the research

on social capital so that its importance has been widely emphasized by
various political and social theorists. Formation of student organizations
and students’ participation in them are affected by various individual and
social variables. This paper aims to study the extent of trust and its relation
to social participation of students of Hormozgan University. Statistical
population consists of all students of Hormozgan University students in
2013-2014 academic years, 250 people of whom were selected randomly
based on statistical sampling. Method of this research was survey and data
were gathered by using questionnaires. In order to assess the validity and
reliability of the questionnaire, content validity and Cronbach’s alpha co-
efficient was used. In this study, Putnam’s theory on social trust was used
as the theoretical framework and data were studied and analyzed using
spss software. Results of the findings show that students have an average
degree of participation and this has a positive and direct relation to social
trust. In addition, results of the multiple regression model show that 39
percent of the dependent variables can be explained and predicted by the
independent variable. The final result of the study on explaining social
participation of students is that trusting officials had the most impact and
trusting teachers have had the minimal impact on social participation.

Key Words: Social participation, social trust, interpersonal trust, gener-
alized trust, institutional trust, students of Hormozgan University.
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